The Hadrian’s Wall Challenge

Project Plan
The Hadrian’s Wall Challenge can provide a varied and interesting way to study the history and geography of the Lower Ouseburn Valley. 

You may wish to carry out some initial research into Hadrian’s Wall and Roman Britain to set the scene for the challenge. 

Recommended websites include: 

http://museums.ncl.ac.uk (Wallnet and Reticulum), 
www.bbc.co.uk/history/timelines/britain/rom_invasion.shtml
www.romanbritain.org.uk (Written by Guy de la Bedoyere)

1)
Archaeological Research (Pre-visit)

The SITELINES website includes an on-line, searchable version of Tyne and Wear’s Historic Environment Record i.e. the archaeological record for the county, including the records for Hadrian’s Wall in Newcastle.

Students will be able to search for the records for Hadrian’s Wall. These records provide: 

· Information on the known sites. 

· Map resource with the selected record circled on it.

·  8 figure grid references for each site.

2)
Map work

From this research students will be able to use map work to:

· Plot the known sites onto one map, therefore providing the route/direction of Hadrian’s Wall on either side of the Ouseburn Valley.

· Plot the last two known points on either side of the Ouseburn Valley, providing two known reference points to work with.

A pre-visit analysis of the Topographical mapping of the area between the last two known points may be useful before the visit. 

3) 
The Visit

A map of the trail your group may wish to follow in order to analyse the landscape is provided in the downloadable material.

Information sheets explaining the exercise and some of the considerations the pupils should think about are provided within the downloadable material. These include:

· Information Sheet “Where is it?”
· Setting the Scene

· Trail Map

· Topographic Map of the area under investigation

If you would like more information about a visit to the Lower Ouseburn Valley please contact:

The Ouseburn Education Outreach Officer. Tel: 0191 230 3929. (alisonstancliffe@newcastle.gov.uk)
4)
The Outcome

This is up to you on how you wish to finish the project. Perhaps a series of posters could be designed looking at the problems the group faced and how they overcame them? Or a presentation to the class or school?
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Setting the Scene
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It is now time to go back nearly 2 Millennia to the time of the Romans. Try to imagine what the landscape that surrounds you now would have looked like in the year 120 AD. 

Your group is a Roman Engineering team. You have been helping to build a defensive wall for your Emperor Hadrian across Northern Britain. The Emperor wants the wall built to stop attacks from the Barbarians that occupy the region to the north.

However you have hit a problem, the Ouseburn. This river has flowed for thousands of years and cut a deep ravine into the landscape. The Emperor’s wall must cross the ravine at some point, but where?

As the engineers for this section of the wall it is up to you to choose the best route for the wall. This will be between points A and B on your map. Look at the surrounding landscape by following the suggested trail on the map. This will give you an idea of the height of the valley and how steep it is.

There are a number of important factors to consider:

1)
Defence

Which is the best route for the wall to provide the strongest defence against attack from the north? Before you start on the short trail to study the surrounding landscape, try to work out which direction is north.

2)
Crossing the River

Your troops and other people living behind the wall will need to be able to cross the Ouseburn. Do you need an easy crossing point behind the wall or could you use the wall as a bridge too? How would you do this? Do not forget the main purpose of the wall as outlined in point 1.

3)
The River

The river must pass through the wall, otherwise you will Dam the river. So what methods would you use to let the river flow through/under the wall? This could potentially cause a point of weakness in the wall’s defences. It would therefore be the first point of attack from the enemy. So, would you strengthen the wall at this point? How? May be a structure like a gateway? 

Thought about it? Ok go to work? Where are you going to put this wall for your Emperor Hadrian? 

Draw your final route for the wall on the topographic map.
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Information Sheet – “Where is it?”
Will the archaeologist says:
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“We archaeologists know a little about the route of Hadrian’s Wall across the Ouseburn. Our excavations over the years have located parts of the wall at a few places on either side of the Lower Ouseburn Valley. Have a look at your maps! Excavations in 1981 found remains of the wall on the west side of Crawhall Road, which is located on the west side of the valley. On the east side of the valley the closest remains were discovered during the development of Hadrian Square in Byker in 2001. Here a 29 metre stretch of remains of the wall were discovered.” 

“We believe that on the east side of the Ouseburn Valley the wall followed the line of what is known as the Shields Road. Excavations of sites on the west side of the valley have revealed the route of the wall in this part of the city.”

“However, as much as we have tried looking, we do not know where Hadrian’s Wall ran through the Ouseburn Valley. We have excavated all over the valley and found nothing. We know that it was there, otherwise there would have been a significant gap in the Roman defences.” 

“Do you think you will be able to help in the hunt for Hadrian’s Wall?” 
